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3.3.2 Number of papers published per teacher in the Journals notified on UGC website during the last five 
years (5) ʹ July, 2016 to December, 2021 

Please find below the proofs of publications listed in chronological order of departments: 

1. Commerce 
2. Economics  
3. English 
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1.0 Introduction

Online teaching has brought many challenges for the faculty 
PHPEHUV��,Q�LWV�EURDGHVW�VHQVH��µRQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ¶�LV�GH¿QHG�DV�
any teaching that is enabled by the use of digital technologies 
(Abbad et al. 2009). Online teaching virtually eliminates 

time and distance, which can be two substantial barriers to learning. 
6HRN�HW�DO����������(QNLQ�DQG�0HMtDVဨ%LNDQGL��������DFNQRZOHGJHG�
that online teaching provides a better platform for the learners and the 
instructors whereas, a study conducted by Sederberg (2003) pointed out 
that senior faculty members are resistant towards the adoption of online 
teaching. Shboul (2012) asserted that only a few academic institutions 
FRXOG�HPEUDFH�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ�H൵HFWLYHO\��6HYHUDO�VWXGLHV�VXSSRUWHG�WKH�
IDFW�WKDW�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ�LV�H൵HFWLYH��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�VRPH�VWXGLHV�
ZKRVH�UHVXOWV�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ�LV�QRW�H൵HFWLYH�EHFDXVH�RI�
the certain inherent limitations associated with online teaching. Royal 
University of Bhutan (RUB) is attempting to modernize its higher 
education system by giving access to education through online mode 
so, it is important to know whether the faculty members of the RUB are 
H൵HFWLYHO\�GRLQJ�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ�RU�QRW"

To the knowledge of the researchers, no study had taken place before 
RQ�WKH�H൵HFWLYHQHVV�RI�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ�IURP�WKH�IDFXOW\�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�
the RUB colleges. This creates a knowledge gap for researching the 
H൵HFWLYHQHVV�RI�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ�LQ�58%�

1.1 The rationale of the study
7KLV�VWXG\�LV�YDOXDEOH�DV�UHVHDUFKHUV�LQWHQGHG�WR�VWXG\�WKH�H൵HFWLYHQHVV�

RI�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ�R൵HUHG�E\�WKH�58%�IDFXOWLHV��7KH�VWXG\�LQYHVWLJDWHG�
WKH�IDFWRUV�LQÀXHQFLQJ�WKH�H൵HFWLYHQHVV�RI�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ��7KH�UHVHDUFK�
¿QGLQJV�DUH�UHOHYDQW�IRU�FROOHJHV�LQ�%KXWDQ�DQG�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��

Abstract

Online teaching has brought many challenges for the faculty members. The tutors were not exposed 
WR�WKLV�QHZ�VHWWLQJ�HDUOLHU��7KHUHIRUH��LW�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�MXGJH�ZKHWKHU�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ�RৼHUHG�E\�WKH�
IDFXOWLHV�RI�WKH�5R\DO�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�%KXWDQ��58%���LV�HৼHFWLYH�RU�QRW��%\�UHYLHZLQJ�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�
and by examining the research objectives quantitative research design was adopted. For the study, 
¿YH�FROOHJHV�XQGHU�58%�ZHUH�VHOHFWHG��7KH�VWXG\�UHVXOW�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJV�DFURVV�WKH�
¿YH�FROOHJHV�ZHUH�QRW�HৼHFWLYH��
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Techniques for Estimating the Benefits of Environmental Policies:  
A Survey 

 

Rupa Basu1 

 

 

      ABSTRACT 

Free market mechanism that ensures efficient allocation of resources and optimum production and consumption of 
private goods, fails in the case of environmental resources like clean air, clean water, and biological diversity. 
(FRQRPLVWV� SHUFHLYH� SROOXWLRQ� DV� D� µPDUNHW� IDLOXUH¶� ZKLFK� DULVHV� EHFDXVH� µSROOXWHUV¶� DUH� QRW� IDFHG� ZLWK� WKH� IXOO�
consequences of their production, consumption or disposal choices. For example, a manufacturer releases effluent 
into the nearby river, with adverse effects on fish populations. Downstream, commercial fishermen find their 
livelihoods under threat, those who do fishing as a recreation find their hobby less enjoyable, and others may simply 
be distressed by the loss of wildlife and the damage to ecosystems. Because it is free to dump the effluents in the 
river, the manufacturer has no incentive to curb effluents. In economic terms, the downstream impacts are 
µH[WHUQDOLWLHV¶� WKDW� OLH� RXWVLGH� RI� WKH� PDQXIDFWXUHU¶V� decision-making framework. While there are also many 
practical and issues involved in the study of any environmental change, the first step in framing any environmental 
policy or environmental protection initiative is estimating the benefits and costs of environmental change (Pearce, 
1998). In this paper we focus on estimating the benefits of environmental policies. 

                   
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Pollution and other forms of environmental degradation 
cause material damage, loss of health, reduced recreational 
benefits, and decrease in aesthetic pleasure as well as 
decline in the value of the inexperienced environment. 
Consequently, the benefits from environmental policies 
aimed at controlling pollution of natural resources and 
degradation of the environment also cover a wide 
spectrum1. These can be broadly classified into user 
benefits and non-user benefits. User benefits are derived 
from the direct or indirect use of environmental resources 
and amenities. Nonuser benefits, also called passive use 
values, include existence value, bequest value and option 
value. 
 
These techniques for estimating the benefits fall into two 
categories: indirect market methods and direct questioning 
approaches.  
 
Environmental resources exhibit consumption 
indivisibilities and, additionally, are accessible to all. The 
problem of the pollution of environmental resources as 
well as the source of the basic economic principles of 
environmental policy is found in the theory of 
externalities. 

                                                           
1 Associate Professor, Kamala Nehru College, University of 
Delhi 

 
An externality exists whenever the welfare of some agent, 
either a firm or a household depends not only on his or her 
activities, but also on activities under the control of some 
other agent. This causes a divergence between the private 
and social marginal costs and benefits. If there is market 
allocation of commodities causing pollution externalities, 
it results in: (a) too large an output of the commodity (b) 
too much pollution produced (c) too low prices of products 
responsible for pollution (d) lack of incentives to search 
for cleaner technologies for producing the commodity and 
(e) recycle and reuse of the polluting substances are 
discouraged because release into the environment is so 
inefficiently cheap (Christiansen and Totenberg, 1985). 
 
A simple mathematical exposition of the theory for 
modeling pollution and determining the first-order 
conditions for a Pareto-efficient outcome is given in 
Cropper and Oates (1992). The standard approach in the 
environmental economics literature characterizes pollution 
as public bad that results from the waste discharges 
associated with the production of private goods.  
 
Two basic problems with evaluation of environmental 
goods 
 
We face at least two basic problems when environmental 
goods have to be evaluated. (1) There are no markets on 
which these goods are traded. Therefore, it is impossible to 
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Employment Impact of Pollution Control Activities 
 

Rupa Basu1 

 
   ABSTRACT 

 
Though pollution control regulations imposed on industries can have numerous effects, the aspect that has received 
maximum public attention is the possibility of a job versus environment trade-off. The visibility and emotion associated 
with potential job loss make it a crucial issue in ongoing policy debates as the chief among the perceived costs of regulation 
is the loss of employment. At the individual firm or plant level, business and labor experts typically argue that 
HQYLURQPHQWDO� UHJXODWLRQ� LQFUHDVHV�D�FRPSDQ\¶V�SURGXFWLRQ�FRVWV�DQG�SXWV�XSZDUG�SUHVVXUH�RQ�SULFHV��3ULce increases, in 
turn, result in a loss of sales and at least some reduction in plant-level employment. There is also the possibility that 
environmental regulation may be an important secondary factor in plant closure decisions. Potential job loss due to 
regulation is clearly an important phenomenon to understand since those who stand to lose their jobs as a result of the 
introduction of environmental policies could, if overlooked, prove to be a formidable political stumbling block (Cebula et. 
al., 2008). 
 
 
 ii                     

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Environmental regulations may also create jobs sometimes 
in the same industry, or even in the same firm since 
pollution abatement activities themselves require labor 
input. In addition, environmental regulation may cause 
firms in a particular industry to shift production and jobs to 
different areas. Though labor unions and trade groups 
typically focus on gross job changes and the cost of 
rearranging workers within an industry, net job loss within 
an industry which recognizes all intra-industry 
employment changes associated with environmental 
regulation is also relevant1 (Jensen, 2018). 
 
For measuring aggregate environment-related employment 
effects we must look at environment-related activities 
which include a heterogeneous set of industrial and service 
activities which are carried out to clean-up existing 
processes and production (end-of-pipe equipment and 
technologies), treat water and effluents and to control air 
pollution. There is also a set of waste management and 
recycling technologies and services to deal with waste 
material and past environmental damage, and a growing 
range of environmental services such as research, design 
and engineering services. Similarly, there is a group of 
activities which may be associated with environmental 
protection, although their primary purpose is not 

                                                           
1
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environmental protection, e.g., energy saving, organic 
farming, sustainable forestry, or eco-tourism (OECD, 
2003). 
 
Thus, environmental programs can be associated with both 
positive and negative employment effects. Preserving and 
improving the environment can create new or preserve 
existing jobs. On the other hand, environmental programs 
can force plants to close down, or they can cause price 
increases, and thus lower demand and production and they 
might induce firms to shift new production capacity to 
foreign countries which have less stringent pollution 
control regulations. All this would have impact on 
employment (Bassanini and Duval, 2006). 
 

DIRECT AND INDIRECT EMPLOYMENT 
EFFECTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL EXPENDITURE 

 
The employment effects associated with environmental 
expenditure and environmental policies could be direct or 
indirect. Direct employment effects are the first-round 
changes in demand, output and employment induced by 
increased expenditures in environmental protection. 
Environmental expenditures also involve indirect (second 
and third-round) effects which include employment effects 
due to: the demand for intermediate goods and services 
induced by environmental expenditures; multiplier effects 
through increased wage incomes generating further 
demand and employment; relative wage and price effects; 
and displacement effects due to the diversion of regular 
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Introduction 
 
The advancements in Information and multimedia technology, and the use of internet have brought about 
revolutionary changes in the traditional teaching process in many parts of the world. Use of new education 
technology and virtual instruction methods help to create more engaging and stimulating learning environments for 
students. Blended (or hybrid) learning programs are being increasingly adopted as an alternative to traditional 
classroom instruction and training. Blended learning is a formal education program in which a student learns, in 
part, through online learning that gives the student some element of control over time and pace; and, in part, in a 
supervised school / college away from home. The two processes of traditional classroom instruction and e-learning 
are connected to provide an integrated learning experience.  Students today belong to a generation that is extremely 
comfortable with technology and digital media. In fact there often appears a gap in the technical expertise between 
students and professors. A significant move toward interactive learning is clearly needed in the higher education 
FODVVURRP� LQ�RUGHU� WR�HQJDJH� WRGD\ெV� WHFKQR-savvy generation in the learning process (Lewis, Fretwell, Ryan, & 
Parham, 2013).  
Online and blended courses that use a learning management system (LMS) like Moodle, Blackboard etc. are now 
quite common in the universities in the developed countries and are also being increasingly introduced in 
developing countries like India. An LMS has embedded instructional tools that allow faculty to organize academic 
content and engage students in their learning. Research shows that use of such education technology resources 
could assist faculty with managing courses and organizing content. It helps to engage the students and decrease 
planning time. However, despite these benefits many members of the faculty do not adopt technology as a teaching 
tool (Gautreau, 2011).   
 
Teaching online requires a new set of skill sets and knowledge and the transition from traditional classroom 
teaching to blended learning environments can be quite challenging for the academic staff.   
 
 The Status of E-learning in Indian Universities  
 
Over the last 50 years, the Government of India has provided policy support and substantial public funds to create 
RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�ODUJHVW�V\VWHPV�RI�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��.DXO������. Overall, the growth of higher education in India 
has been phenomenal. About 12 million students are enrolled in the universities and an additional 10 million study 
in over 6500 in vocational institutions.  
The Government of India has been increasingly aware of the need for changes in the system of higher education in 
terms of use of new education technology. It set up aNational Mission in Education through IC under its Eleventh 
five-year plan (2007-2012) in order to promote the use of ICTs in education. To promote e-Learning, the country 
launched a dedicated satellite EDUSAT in 2004 with the expectation of bringing significant quantitative and 
qualitative changes in education. Numerous e-Learning projects have been launched to promote virtual learning 
environment. Some of the major projects are eGyanKosh, Flexilearn, NPTEL, CEC, Institute of Lifelong Learning 
(ILLL), e-PG Pathshala (Thakur 2013)  
 
The central question underlying this study is as follows:    
 
What are faculty perceptions about e-learning technology that potentially affect its adoption into the classroom and 
what are challenges of using such technology?   
 
Motivational Factors and the Barriers to Faculty Adoption of Online Education  
 
There is a growing body of literature on the motivational issues connected with the transition from traditional to 
web-based teaching methods. Studies have shown that the use of e-learning tools in a blended learning environment 
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“Prompter’s Whisper”: History, Travel and Narrative in Post-
Colonial Indian English Travel Writing 
 
Komal Yadav 
PhD Research Scholar, JNU, ORCID: 0000-0003-4049-8192, Komalydv94@gmail.com,  
 
 
Abstract 
The theory revolution and the counter-traditional wave in humanities in the 1980s have garnered attention 
towards new localism by positing alternatives to the great tradition. In this, Travel writing has proved 
adaptable and responsive to post-colonial and Globalization studies, thereby shaking off its ‘middlebrow’ 
status. Keeping in mind the relevance of travel writing in Global politics, the paper aims to engage with In an 
Antique Land: History in the Guise of a Traveller’s Tale (1992) by Amitav Ghosh to delineate the question of 
History, Travel and Narrative in Indian English Travel Writing. The paper contends that Ghosh uses the 
Hybrid non-fiction space of the travelogue to write a counter-narrative to the Eurocentric discourse of Travel 
writing. It seeks to foreground that the reverse Grand tour of Amitav Ghosh problematizes the western 
hegemonic hold on the field of Ethnography and History. The paper is divided into two parts- the first part 
will establish In an Antique Land as Resistive subaltern history, followed by the second part, which focuses 
on Ghosh’s privileging of third world ethnography to write an alternative narrative. 
 
Keywords: Travel, Subaltern History, Ethnography, Narrative. 

 

 

1. Introduction 

Etymologically, the word “travel” derives its meaning from the word travelian connotating ‘toil’, ‘to 
labour’, and making a journey. Travel has always been conflated with the Europeanised form of 
travel which involves mapping, surveying, and gazing at the place encountered. The assumption, 
therefore, is that all other types of travels imitate the ‘Grand Tour’ taken by the Europeans in which 
the figure of English Gentleman was dominant. The ignorance of different forms and modes of 
travels explicates how Europeans used travel as a genre to disseminate their colonizing mission. 
The paper posits that postcolonial Indian English Travel writings offers innovative narrative 
techniques and straddles the generic boundaries to subvert the predominance of the Europeanised 
form of Travel writing and offers a counter-narrative form of narrative. By directing focus on the 
themes of history, identity and poetics and politics of mobility in In an Antique Land, the study 
dismantles the status of Travel writings as “Profit-driven or entertainment-oriented (Lisle,47)” and 
foregrounds its participation and role in the new condition of the modern world.  

 In an Antique Land: History in the guise of a traveller’s Tale as a hybrid non-fiction 
travelogue recounts the dual narrative of traverses of Amitav Ghosh into two Egyptian Villages- 
Lataifa and Nashway. What started as his endeavour to unearth the identity of a slave of MS H.6 in 
his anthropological research culminates in a travelogue. The narrative en-captures Amitav Ghosh’s 
Journey to the Antique land to record present-day Egypt’s cultural configuration and his scholarly 
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Photographic silence: Remediating 

the graphic to visualize migrant 

experience in Shaun Tan’s The Arrival

© 2020 Intellect Ltd Article. English language. https://doi.org/10.1386/stic_00033_1

Keywords 

graphic narrative
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photograph
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nostalgia
framing

Abstract

In the absence of a verbal language, The Arrival’s mode of representation is derived from various visual 
storytelling practices in addition to the comic. This article proposes that Tan remediates the mode of 
comics storytelling by presenting the narrative as a photo album and drawing the panels as photographs, 
and in turn the photograph is also remediated in the text as a drawn object. Using transmedial techniques 
such as focalization, gaze, framing and page layout, in addition to deliberations on style and form, Tan 
constructs comics storytelling with a photographic vision. This photographic vision is used to represent 
the experience of migration in the narrative as well as connect past and contemporary histories of migra-
tion world over. The photograph emerged as an important medium through which memory came to be 
visualized in the twentieth century, and is an important historical artefact capable of telling the story of 
its times. Tan also expects the reader to employ an intermedial and intertextual critical literacy to engage 
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1

Of Superheroes in Ordinary Clothing

Amrita Singh (Delhi)

Introduction

In the opening pages of A Gardener in the Wasteland: Jotiba Phule’s Fight for Liberty (2011), 
the authors, writer Srividya Natarajan and artist Aparajita Ninan, appear on the page 
discussing their plan to ›adapt‹ the 1873 work of Jotiba Phule, Gulamgiri (Slavery) (#g 1). 
As they walk through a New Delhi neighbourhood, they witness a group of children being 
beaten and abused using references to the ›untouchable‹ caste by a (supposedly) pious 
upper-caste man for inadvertently kicking a football into his house. Walking past this 
incident, they halt at a poster of the #lm BATMAN BEGINS, and Ninan exclaims why she 
understands the need for superheroes: »to swoop down out of the sky and kick the bad-
dies to bits« (GITW, 9).1 $is two-page verbal-visual montage sets the tone for the rest of 
the narrative, introducing four broad concerns: #rst, Natarajan and Ninan re-inscribe the 
text Gulamgiri (Slavery) through foregrounding Jotiba (1827–1890) and Savitribai Phule’s 
(1831–1897) struggles against caste oppression and their contribution to social reform in 
India in the 19th century. Jotiba Phule established the Satyashodhak Samaj ($e Society 
of Truth Seekers) in 1873 to promote welfare and self-advancement through education, 
particularly of those sections of society that had been historically denied access to learn-
ing like women and the lower castes. Jotiba draws on the in%uence of anti-slavery move-
ments in antebellum America, the discourses of individuality and freedom coming out of 
the French revolution, as well as the work of Christian missionaries in British-colonised 
India to articulate the worthiness and dignity of all people (see O’Hanlon). He challenges 
the varnashramdharma system, which divides individuals on the basis of their caste, as 
an oppressive and manipulative system that categorizes and denies people basic human 
rights.2 Jotiba’s consternation is particularly with the dominant belief that education is the 
prerogative of the upper caste Brahmins and Kshatriyas, and available to the Vaishyas, but 
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ABSTRACT 
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Accepted: 19 March 2021 

 The present paper investigates the mixed convection in a two-sided and four-sided lid-
driven square cavity in porous media. In the two-sided porous cavity, the left and right 
walls of the enclosure are maintained at constant but different temperatures, while the top 
and bottom walls are adiabatic. The top and the bottom walls of the enclosure move with 
a constant speed from left to right. In the four-sided porous cavity, the top and the bottom 
walls of the enclosure move from left to right and right to left, respectively, while the left 
and the right walls move from top to bottom and bottom to top, respectively, with a constant 
speed. The left and right walls of the enclosure are maintained at different heat fluxes, 
while the top and bottom walls are maintained at hot and cold temperatures, respectively. 
The governing equations are discretized by the fully implicit finite difference method, 
namely, Alternating-Direction-Implicit (ADI) method. The numerical results are analyzed 
for the effect of Darcy number (Da = 0.001, 0.01), Prandtl number (Pr = 7), Grashof 
number (Gr = 50,000), porosity (İ = 0.2) and viscosity ratio (ȁ = 1, 3). The stability and 
convergence of the considered problem have been proved using the Matrix method. 
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alternating-direction-implicit (ADI) method, 
finite difference method, mixed convection, 
two-sided and four-sided lid-driven flow, 
porous media 

 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 

During the past few decades, the problem of natural or 
mixed convection in lid-driven square or rectangular cavity 
with porous media has been widely studied due to its simple 
geometrical settings and its practical applications [1] such as 
nuclear waste disposal, coal and grain storage, textile materials, 
geothermal systems, biological processes, and many others. 
Mixed convection in lid-driven square or rectangular cavity 
has various applications in engineering science [2], such as 
lubricant technology, chemical processing, cooling of 
microprocessors and electronic components, float glass 
production, etc. The lid-driven cavity in porous media whose 
all four walls are kept at different heat flux or temperatures has 
been studied by many researchers. Mixed or natural 
convection in a square cavity with three different cases, i.e. (a) 
all walls of the cavity are kept stationary, (b) one side of the 
wall is in motion (c) two sides of the cavity are in motion, has 
been studied in the following literature. 

Mixed convection in a square cavity with all walls at rest 
has been studied by Venkatachalappa et al. [1], Saeid and 
Mohamad [3], Mansour et al. [4], Basak et al. [5], and 
Badruddin et al. [6]. Venkatachalappa et al. [1] investigated 
natural convection inside a square porous cavity using the 
finite-difference ADI method. Saeid and Mohamad [3] studied 
the natural convection within the square cavity by keeping its 
right wall at hot temperature and sinusoidal condition on its 
left wall. In contrast, the top and bottom walls are adiabatic. 
Mansour et al. [4] investigated the numerical study of natural 
convection with thermal radiation inside a wavy porous cavity. 
Basak et al. [5] examined the natural convection flow inside a 
square cavity keeping its top wall adiabatic. In contrast, the 
bottom wall is maintained at hot temperature or a sinusoidal 

boundary condition. The left and right wall of the cavity is 
maintained at a cold temperature. They have obtained 
numerical results for various parameters; Rayleigh number 
(103 � Ra � 106), Darcy number (10-5 � Da � 10-3), and Prandtl 
number (0.71 � Pr � 10). Badruddin et al. [6] examined the 
heat transfer by convection, conduction, and radiation using a 
non-equilibrium thermal model inside a square porous cavity. 
The numerical results are discussed for various parameters like 
Rayleigh number, inter-phase heat transfer coefficient 
radiation, and modified conductivity ratio in terms of Nusselt 
number for solid and fluid. 

Natural or mixed convection in the one-sided lid-driven 
square porous cavity has been studied by Chattopadhyay and 
Pandit [7], Kandaswamy et al. [8], Mohan and Satheesh [9], 
Md. Hidayathulla Khan et al. [10]. Chattopadhyay and Pandit 
[7] have used the higher-order compact (HOC) scheme to 
analyze the mixed convection in a lid-driven trapezoidal 
porous enclosure whose top wall is kept at a motion from left 
to right. The effect of convection in a trapezoidal porous 
enclosure is examined for different Peclet numbers. 
Kandaswamy et al. [8] have numerically investigated the 
effect of Prandtl number on mixed convection in a one-sided 
lid-driven square cavity filled with porous media. They have 
found that conduction is dominated at low Prandtl numbers, 
while mixed and forced convection dominates the temperature 
field as the Prandtl number increases. Mohan and Satheesh [9] 
investigated the double-diffusive mixed convection with 
magnetohydrodynamic effect in a one-sided lid-driven porous 
cavity. They have examined the fluid flow in the top-sided lid-
driven square cavity in both directions with a constant velocity. 
They analyzed streamline contours, concentration, 
temperature gradients, and velocity components for a wide 
range of non-dimensional parameters like Hartmann (1 � Ha 
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Modernity–often understood as the set of social institutions

and practices that are products of processes such as

bureaucratization, urbanization, secularization, and indus-

trialization (see Sloan, 1996)–is a Janus-faced phe-

nomenon. There is a contradiction between its core values

and its organized practices. Although the ideology of

modernity promised to bring enlightenment, progress, and

liberation to the human world, the unfolding of historical

events such as imperialism, colonialism, slavery, two world

wars, and exploitation of human and natural resources

reveals its other face. The discourse of development, one of

its new incarnations in post-World War II politics, strives

to organize society around the notion of individual enter-

prise, which depoliticizes social and political relations by

destroying communitarian values of target societies that

have actively resisted the logic of modernity until recently.

According to McNay (2009), ‘‘the orchestration of indi-

vidual existence as enterprise atomizes our understanding

of social relations, eroding collective values and intersub-

jective bonds of duty and care at all levels of society’’

(p.64; also see Lynch et al., 2009; McDermont, 2009). On a

political level, social injustices such as poverty and

deprivation are presented as delinked from unjust structural

factors and translated as a problem caused by an ‘irre-

sponsible self.’ The poor and marginalized sections of the

society are often construed as the ‘other’ of the ‘‘fully

developed’’ societies comprising responsible and enter-

prising individuals. Historically, it has become clear that

the target of modernity, inter alia, was to bring about a

radical transformation in human subjectivities and other

psychological attributes.

The Marginalized Self, shaped by the expertise of three

editors—Rahul Ghai, Arvind Kumar Mishra, and Sanjay

Kumar, questions the regime of development, epistemo-

logically, aesthetically, and morally, and seeks to recon-

ceptualize the notion of the human self that has got

distorted in the flat narrative of domination and resistance.

The act of resistance, the book argues, should emanate

from a moral and political vision of a society, which is

qualitatively different from the resistance underlying con-

temporary identity politics; the latter type of resistance is

an effect of and reaction to power, not an arrogation of it

(Brown, 1995). Identity politics, therefore, may be fated to

result in another power dynamic of exploitation and vio-

lence, eluding the realization of the cherished goal of a just

society and socially responsive selves. By undertaking a

critical ethnographic study of a highly marginalized com-

munity – the Musahars, inhabiting various parts of the

eastern region of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, the authors of

this volume explicate the lop-sided and life-abnegating

ideology of development and its deleterious effects on

people. They argue that marginality is a product of the

dynamics of development programmes and seek to articu-

late an alternative vision of self, society, and politics of

resistance informed by the narrative of the members of this

community. Contributions by scholars from diverse disci-

plinary backgrounds such as history, geography, cultural

anthropology, and political economy add richness to the

discourse and provide a cross-disciplinary perspective to

this multidimensional problem.

The five essays that the book comprises present a strong

argument for a paradigm shift in understanding marginality

and marginalization. The attempt is to recover the image of

the Musahar community tainted by the dominant discourse
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